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WALKABILITY	
	
CONNECTIVITY	
	
OPEN SPACE	
		
THE BRIDGE	
		
‘MAIN STREET’	
	
HOUSING				  

To create a safe, walkable neighborhood.

Quad to Triangle, Highlands to the T and Fresh Pond Mall,  
Alewife Brook Reservation to Fresh Pond.

New green open spaces.

Build a pedestrian and bike connection to/from Cambridgepark Drive and the Alewife T station.

Create a destination for neighborhood needs and sense of place.

Bring diverse housing options in multiple locations.

WHAT WE HEARD...
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WALKABILITY
Infill the existing street network and build public realm.
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WALKABILITY
PROPOSED STREET NETWORK, ENVISION ALEWIFE
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HEALTHPEAK HOLDINGS
WALKABILITY
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CONNECTIVITY
Quad to Triangle, Highlands to the T and Fresh Pond Mall, Alewife Brook Reservation to Fresh Pond.
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PEDESTRIANS AND BIKES
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Danehy Park

Danehy Park is one of the City’s most 
popular open spaces. The 50-acre 
park is built on the site of the former 
City landfill which was closed to 
active dumping in the early 1970s. 
When the park opened in the 1990s, 
it increased the City’s open space by 
20%.1 Today Danehy Park serves as 
one of Cambridge’s most valuable 
resources, offering residents the op-
portunity to participate in a variety 
of recreational activities at facilities 
including two playgrounds, a track, 
dog park, and facilities for baseball, 
soccer, and basketball. 

1 City of Cambridge, cambridgema.gov/CityOfCambridge_Content/documents/danehy.pdf 

Fresh Pond Reservation 

Fresh Pond is a popular desti-
nation for residents of Alewife, 
Cambridge, and beyond. The Fresh 
Pond Reservation consists of 162 
acres of open space surrounding and 
protecting the 155-acre Fresh Pond 
Reservoir. While the actual pond 
is the source of the city’s drink-
ing water, and therefore closed to 
recreation, the reservation includes 
an off-leash dog area, a golf course, 
community gardens, and two miles 
of trail for walking, running, and 
biking. 

1 2
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2

3 4
5

Parks and Open 
Space

Alewife is surrounded by large open 
spaces that provide a variety of na-
ture based, recreational, and leisure 
opportunities for residents nearby 
and citywide. Despite significant 
challenges to accessing these open 
spaces, they account for a large 
portion of citywide open space. As 
more development takes place in 
the future, new open spaces must be 
carefully planned in order to inte-
grate with and enhance the existing 
fabric of the city.
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Alewife Brook Reservation

The Alewife Brook Reservation 
is an important natural and rec-
reational resource. The 130-acre 
Reservation is home to numerous 
plants, animals, and bird species 
and offers opportunities for fishing, 
hiking, running, and walking. The 
Reservation contains the Alewife 
Brook Greenway, linking the Mystic 
River bike path to the Minuteman 
Bikeway and Alewife MBTA Red 
Line Station. 

Russell Field Athletic Complex

The complex of athletic facili-
ties that sits next to Jerry’s Pond 
includes the Russell and Comeau 
sports fields and McCrehan 
Swimming Pool. These recreational 
facilities cater to a variety of users 
and allow for free, unprogrammed 
recreation as well as organized 
activities, such as high school foot-
ball and little league baseball. The 
Alewife Linear Park traces the edge 
of this recreation area, connecting 
the Alewife MBTA Red Line Station 
to the Somerville Community Path.

Alewife Linear Park

The Linear Park is a multi-use path 
that was created in 1985 after the 
MBTA extended the Red Line to 
Alewife. The paved trail offers a 
direct link to the eastern end of the 
11-mile Minuteman Bikeway. In 
addition to being a busy commuter 
corridor, it also passes by several 
parks and playgrounds and is an 
important recreational asset. The 
park also connects to the Somerville 
Community Path, which—based on 
the MBTA Green Line Extension 
plan —will be extended to North 
Point in East Cambridge and 
eventually to Boston, making the 
Alewife Linear Park a crucial link in 
a regional greenway system.
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The Alewife Brook Reservation 
is an important natural and rec-
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The Alewife Brook Reservation 
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Danehy Park

Danehy Park is one of the City’s most 
popular open spaces. The 50-acre 
park is built on the site of the former 
City landfill which was closed to 
active dumping in the early 1970s. 
When the park opened in the 1990s, 
it increased the City’s open space by 
20%.1 Today Danehy Park serves as 
one of Cambridge’s most valuable 
resources, offering residents the op-
portunity to participate in a variety 
of recreational activities at facilities 
including two playgrounds, a track, 
dog park, and facilities for baseball, 
soccer, and basketball. 

1 City of Cambridge, cambridgema.gov/CityOfCambridge_Content/documents/danehy.pdf 

Fresh Pond Reservation 

Fresh Pond is a popular desti-
nation for residents of Alewife, 
Cambridge, and beyond. The Fresh 
Pond Reservation consists of 162 
acres of open space surrounding and 
protecting the 155-acre Fresh Pond 
Reservoir. While the actual pond 
is the source of the city’s drink-
ing water, and therefore closed to 
recreation, the reservation includes 
an off-leash dog area, a golf course, 
community gardens, and two miles 
of trail for walking, running, and 
biking. 
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Parks and Open 
Space

Alewife is surrounded by large open 
spaces that provide a variety of na-
ture based, recreational, and leisure 
opportunities for residents nearby 
and citywide. Despite significant 
challenges to accessing these open 
spaces, they account for a large 
portion of citywide open space. As 
more development takes place in 
the future, new open spaces must be 
carefully planned in order to inte-
grate with and enhance the existing 
fabric of the city.

CONNECTIVITY

17SEPTEMBER 14, 2022   |   ALEWIFE, CAMBRIDGE, MAHEALTHPEAK PROPERTIES



OPEN SPACE
Make new open space that is a connector and a buffer.
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FULL VISION 		

		
	  EXISTING STREETS	
	
	  PROPOSED STREETS

	  NEW STREETS BY
	  HEALTHPEAK			 
	
	  PROPOSED BIKE 
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	  CONNECTIONS
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	 HEALTHPEAK 
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	 BY OTHERS
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OPEN SPACE
PRECEDENTS

THE RIVERWAY, BOSTON

FRESH POND, CAMBRIDGE

ALEWIFE LINEAR PARK, CAMBRIDGE SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY PATH
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OPEN SPACE
PRECEDENTS

P H A S E  0    |    2 0 2 3    |    G R E E N I N G  &  A C T I V A T I O N

CREATE GREEN CONNECTIONS

P H A S E  0    |    2 0 2 3    |    G R E E N I N G  &  A C T I V A T I O N

CREATE GREEN CONNECTIONS

CAMBRIDGE CROSSING, CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA BRANDON AVENUE MASTERPLAN, CHARLOTTESVILLE BELTLINE, ATLANTA
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THE BRIDGE
Build the bridge for bikes and pedestrians.
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BRIDGE

FRANCES APPLETON BRIDGE, BOSTONNORTH BANK BRIDGE, CAMBRIDGE

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY PEDESTRIAN CROSSING, BOSTON
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BRIDGE
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BRIDGE
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‘MAIN STREET’
Create a destination for neighborhood needs and sense of place.
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MAIN STREET
HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD RETAIL
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MAIN STREET
PRECEDENTS
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FAWCETT STREET LOOKING WEST



FAWCETT STREET LOOKING EAST



THANK YOU


